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What is a Geologic Map ?
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A map that displays 

spatial distribution of 

rock and soil

Displays spatial 
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resources

Provides framework 

for understanding & 

decision making
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Geology - the science that deals 

with the earthôs physical 

structure and substance, its 

history, and the processes that 

act on it.

Å In 1836 appointment of the Geological and 

Natural History Survey

Å In 1843 Legislature creates State Cabinet of 

Natural History (CNH)

Å In 1845, the Legislature placed the Cabinet 

under the guidance of the Board of Regents.

Å 1870 legislature declares CNH to be a 

Museum of scientific and practical geology 

and general natural history

ïJames Hall First Director

Å 1912 Museum moves to State Education 

Building

Å 1916 former President Theodore Roosevelt 

states. ñMore than a mere zoologic or 

scientific museum. It should be a museum of 

arts and letters as well as a museum of 

natural history."

Background ïGeologic Roots

Earliest Statewide Bedrock Geologic Map published 1844, revised 1895, 

1901, 1961, 1972 



Direct Application to NYSED Curriculum from page 3 of 

Earth Science Reference tables


